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Quality of Life

THE HEART OF LAKE COUNTRY
Welcome to Oconomowoc, a beautiful lake community of over 18,000 residents. City leaders
and staff work hard to create a safe community with excellent schools, healthcare, a prosperous
economy and high quality of life.
Tucked in the rolling, lake-filled countryside of northwest Waukesha County, the area’s many
lakes and amenities are why we celebrate the city tagline, Life Comes Naturally Here.
Oconomowoc, the Potawatomi name for Where the Waters Meet, is the area’s center of
commerce and industry. Settled in the 1800s, the city today is a mix of small town charm
and 21st century opportunity. The historic Downtown has undergone a revitalization and
Wisconsin’s largest master-planned development is rising on the City’s outskirts at Pabst Farms
and Olympia Fields.
We hope you enjoy this quick snapshot of our beautiful community and thank you for taking
the time to learn a little bit more about us. We would love to show you around. ~

Where the Waters Meet
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Open for Business
OLYMPIA FIELDS
The City of Oconomowoc and Wangard Partners collaborated
through a public/ private partnership to redevelop the long
cherished Olympia Resort for our growing community. The
redevelopment plans include retail establishments, multifamily housing, a hotel, medial offices, commercial outlets,
a recreational bike trail and more. Located on Highway 67,
the site offers easy access to I-94 and Highway 16, as well as
high visibility from approximately 23,600 vehicles per day.
The future looks bright for this new and highly anticipated
revitalization within the gateway corridor of our community.

PABST FARMS
The essence of living at Pabst Farms is a strong sense
of community where residents feel connected to their
neighborhood, school, YMCA, stores and a brand new stateof-the-art medical center and clinic.
Walk to Summit Elementary School and the YMCA at Pabst
farms. Enjoy the convenience of an upscale grocery store and
other shops at Market Place at Pabst Farms. Jog or bike along
nature trails.
Enjoy the extensive healthcare services provided by the
Aurora Medical Center and Wilkinson Medical Clinic at Pabst
Farms. The hospital and clinic are a destination center for
24/7 healthcare needs throughout local communities and the
southeast region of Wisconsin.

The opportunity to be part of a premier master-planned
community with high visibility and easy access to the thriving
I-94 corridor continues to attract companies like Roundy’s
Distribution Center, Target Distribution Center, Aurora
Medical Center, M&I Bank, BMO Harris Bank, Hilton Garden
Inn, Staybridge Suites, Ace Precision, Harley-Davidson and
Fastenal Corp. Backed by the most advanced high-tech
communication services, Pabst Farms is becoming the center
of commercial business west of Milwaukee.

DOWNTOWN OCONOMOWOC
Downtown Oconomowoc is the historic center and heart
of the community, where all facets of community life come
together: retail, dining, services, government, neighborhoods,
employment and recreation. More than any other part of the
city, the downtown defines Oconomowoc as a community.
The city has made it a priority to strengthen the downtown by
capitalizing on its unique assets — its natural beauty, cultural
heritage, friendly and inviting businesses and securing our
position as the Heart of Lake Country.
The downtown has become a destination for those seeking
a vibrant place to live, work, shop, learn and play. The
gateway sculpture greets you as you enter downtown, and
in the evening provides a light show that represents the key
components of our downtown: Lakes (blue), Heritage (orange),
People (purple), Vibrant (green), and Creative (yellow).

Olympia Fields
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Development Areas

DOWNTOWN REDEVELOPMENT
OVERLAY DISTRICT
In an effort to continue the success of the Downtown
Oconomowoc revitalization efforts, the City has
established Downtown Design Overlay Districts.
These redevelopment districts were created to foster
excellence in the design of the built environment
within our Downtown. To maintain the high quality
image and design, standards were developed to
address the quality of architecture, urban design, and
public space to ensure the success of the project and
the benefit of the community.
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Education
DISCOVER THE OCONOMOWOC
AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT
The Oconomowoc Area School District offers a
rigorous curriculum, award-winning programs,
nationally certified staff, and opportunities for
all students to reach their highest potential. The
caring, dedicated teachers and highly trained staff
are committed to providing children with the high
quality, engaging, personalized learning experiences
needed to succeed in a changing global work
environment.
All students have opportunities to participate in
a wide variety of extracurricular, club, athletic,
and service learning opportunities. The district
encourages community participation in the schools
and events. Across all grade levels and departments,
OASD is committed to continuous improvement,
grounded in a strategic plan and guided by a vision.
It is OASD’s mission to empower a community of
learners and leaders. OASD is an unrivaled learning
community, seeking wisdom, honoring the past and
shaping the future.

DISTRICT PROFILE
•
•
•
•
•
•

Total Enrollment – 4,987 students
District Boundaries – 120 square miles spread across 13
municipalities in Jefferson, Dodge and Waukesha counties
Five 4K-4th grade elementary schools
Two 5th-8th grade intermediate schools
One 9th-12th grade high school
High School Advanced Placement (AP), International
Baccalaureate (IB) and Project Lead the Way (PLTW) programs
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A Learning Environment
OUR SCHOOLS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Greenland Elementary 4K-4
Ixonia Elementary 4K-4
Meadow View Elementary 4K-4
Park Lawn Elementary 4K-4
Summit Elementary 4K-4
Nature Hill Intermediate 5-8
Silver Lake Intermediate 5-8
Oconomowoc High School 9-12

COLLEGES
Oconomowoc area graduates who choose to continue
their education can choose from three excellent post
secondary institutions in Waukesha County.
Waukesha County Technical College (WCTC) is a twoyear state college offering more than 150 areas of
study, including associate degrees, technical diplomas,
apprenticeships and short-term certificate programs.
Founded in 1923, the WCTC enrollment in the 20192020 school year was 17,836. WCTC has two campuses
located in Pewaukee and Waukesha.
Carroll University was founded in 1846 and is located
near downtown Waukesha. Carroll University is a
private liberal arts college with bachelor’s and master’s
degrees in more that 95 areas of study. The 202021 enrollment was 3,480 which includes full-time
undergraduate students, part-time undergraduate
students and graduate students.

PRIVATE SCHOOLS
Parents can also send their children to one of the
area’s private schools. Oconomowoc has many
options for private schools in the area with more
than 15 within a short drive. This includes religiousbased schools, a classical charter school and a
military preparatory school, close by.

University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee at Waukesha is
a two-year college, founded in 1966. Students who
choose UWM at Waukesha earn an affordable two-year
degree and get a valuable start on a four-year degree.
The 2020-2021 enrollment was 1,211.
Also within a short commute of the Oconomowoc
area are several colleges and universities including
Marquette University, UW campuses in Madison,
Milwaukee, Whitewater and more!

PAGE 7

Healthcare
At Aurora Medical Center, convenience, comfort
and world-class care are a top priority. You’ll find
state-of-the-art services and expert doctors in an
atmosphere designed to promote your healing and
overall well-being.
Safety, privacy and recovery are imperative at the
Aurora Medical Center in Summit. Because Aurora
believes in the value of family and friends to
support your treatment, patients get to determine
who can visit and when.
Oconomowoc is home to a unique community
of medical professionals providing a range of
healthcare services.
The community has a strong presence in the
healthcare industry with two hospitals that offer
quality services to its residents.
The ProHealth Oconomowoc Memorial Hospital
was founded in 1954. ProHealth Care treats more
than 400,000 patients in a year, making it the
largest health care provider between Milwaukee
and Madison.

Residents also can depend on 24/7 emergency
services and on-site specialists to provide timely,
critical care.
Clinical expertise and specialties include highquality emergency and trauma services, heart care,
bariatric surgery, advanced robotics, brain & spine
center, stroke care, women’s services and a cancer
center.

ProHealth Oconomowoc
Memorial Hospital

ProHealth Care is an integrated healthcare system
providing a range of services to Waukesha County
and surrounding communities. ProHealth offers
a network of more than 900 physicians, working
together to deliver an excellent patient experience.
ProHealth offers services including occupational
health, home health care, primary care,
rehabilitation and many more. The system includes
three hospitals, 13 primary care and specialty
clinics and a number of additional services and
resources for area residents.
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A Caring Community
Based in Wisconsin since 1907, Rogers Behavioral
Health is a private, non-profit provider of
behavioral health services and is nationally
recognized for its specialized psychiatry and
addiction services. Today, Rogers offers evidencebased treatment for adults, children and
adolescents.
The Oconomowoc Health Resort opened in
summer of 1907, founded by Arthur Rogers, MD
and his wife, Theresa Rogers. The two laid the
foundation for what is now one of the country’s
largest private, independently owned behavioral
health systems.

Oconomowoc is home to a
unique community of medical
professionals providing a
range of healthcare services.

Since the doors opened in July 2001, the Lake
Area Free Clinic (LAFC) has welcomed individuals
and families who lack health insurance and whose
income is below 250% of the Federal Poverty Level.
In 2017, LAFC opened a six-chair Dental Clinic that
offers services for those in need of access to basic
dental, educational and referral services. LAFC
Dental serves Medicaid and uninsured adults who
live in Waukesha County or in the Oconomowoc
Area School District, who incomes do not exceed
200% of the Federal Poverty Level. Many of these
individuals work full-time, but are either not
offered health insurance or they cannot afford the
premiums.
Over the past 20 years, thousands of Waukesha
County residents have received medical care,
medications and practical information needed to
improve and maintain their health.
The clinic also serves as a valuable source
arranging for follow-up medical services and
offering assistance with enrollment in the Health
Insurance Marketplace or BadgerCare. LAFC is an
independent 501(c)(3) organization funded solely
by donations and grants.
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History
lured by stories of the area’s beauty and abundant
resources. Early settler John S. Rockwell was
responsible for establishing a great deal of the
town’s foundation. The young entrepreneur built
a grist mill and established the town’s first store,
hotel, fire department and library. The “Father
of Oconomowoc,” as he came to be known, also
donated land for the community’s churches and
started Bord du Lac, a women’s seminary.
You don’t have to go back hundreds of years to
discover why the Oconomowoc area was settled the reasons are still here.
It was the area’s abundant natural resources
that attracted members of the Potowatomi and
Winnebego tribes, its first recorded settlers. Deep
woodlands and clear lakes provided the tribes
with wild game, fish and the raw materials to build
their tools and homes. These early settlers named
the area “Coo-no-mo-wauk” or “Where the Waters
Meet.”

SETTLEMENT
The first white settlers were Charles Sheldon and
Phil Brewer, who in 1837, built log cabins in the
area. The pair was soon followed by other settlers

INCORPORATION

Oconomowoc was incorporated as a city in 1875
and by 1875 its population had grown almost
3,000. Following the arrival of the railroad,
Oconomowoc became a favorite summer retreat
of tourists and wealthy vacationers from Chicago,
Milwaukee, St. Louis, and other Midwestern cities.
Some of the nations’ wealthiest families built stately
summer homes on the lakes and by the 1880s,
Oconomowoc featured six luxury resorts. From the
1870s until the Great Depression, Oconomowoc
was known as the “Newport of the West” and
visits by President Cleveland, Harrison, Grant,
Taft, Coolidge, McKinley and Theodore Roosevelt
earned Main Street the nickname, “Avenue of the
Presidents.”
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Rich Business History
BUSINESSES & ATTRACTIONS
The area also attracted new businesses, such as
the Carnation Company, Brownberry Ovens and
the Oconomowoc Canning Company. Pabst Farms
became internationally known for its purebred
livestock. Oconomowoc’s downtown has retained
most of its historic 19th century architecture and
numerous grand Victorian homes still grace the
lake shores.

Many city homes and businesses are listed on the
state and national register of historic places and
can be seen on a self-guided historic walking tour,
developed by the Oconomowoc Historical Society.
The Oconomowoc Historical Society and Museum,
located near downtown Oconomowoc, recounts
local history with a number of artifacts and exhibits.
The museum’s Streets of Old Gallery features
displays of a turn of the century Victorian home,
dentist office, barbershop, print shop, medical
clinic, bank and John S. Rockwell’s general store.

The only thing brighter than the Oconomowoc area’s past...is its future!
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Recreation
Oconomowoc’s many lakes and rolling woodlands are the setting
for four seasons of outdoor recreation
Recreation is just as much fun on dry land as it is on
the water. Area parks accommodate biking, hiking,
picnicking and have fields and facilities of every
sport. For many it’s not summer without a game of
golf. Oconomowoc has six area golf courses that
offer a challenge for players of all abilities.

If Oconomowoc area residents aren’t hard at work,
chances are they are out enjoying the area’s myriad
cultural and recreational activities and events.
Oconomowoc’s many lakes and rolling woodlands
are the setting for four seasons of outdoor
recreation.

The City of Oconomowoc’s Parks, Recreation
and Forestry Department administers 33 parks,
sponsors activities and fitness programs for all ages,
ranging from ballet to Tae Kwon Do. Join league
play in many sports!
The YMCA at Pabst Farms offers an array of sports
programs and activities for the entire family at their
115,000 square-foot indoor and outdoor facility.

Summer Fun
For generations, summer had been an especially
popular time to get out and enjoy Oconomowoc’s
amenities. The area’s rivers, lakes and ponds make
it perfect for the whole range of water activities,
including swimming, water skiing, sailboarding,
fishing and all types of boating activities.
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Outdoor Living
Winter Opportunities
Winter comes with even more reasons to play
outside in the Oconomowoc area. With frozen
lakes, it’s time for ice fishing, figure skating,
hockey games and ice boating. The snow-covered
countryside is ideal for cross-country skiing,
snowshoeing and sledding.
Spring and Fall
The “shoulder seasons” are also wonderful times
to be outside in Oconomowoc. The fall colors
bring out hikers, bikers and Sunday drivers. Spring
carpets the forest floor with flowering trillium,
followed by mushroom hunters in search of
delectable morels.
Public beaches are open from Memorial Day to
Labor Day weekend. Both Bender Beach and City
Beach are popular destinations to enjoy some
sun and swimming. Lifeguards are on duty at all
beaches during hours of operation.
If you’re ready to head out on the lake, a public
boat launch is available at Lac La Belle and Fowler
Lake. No boat? No problem. You can still get out
on the lake by renting a canoe, kayak or stand up
paddle board at City Beach. Rent for an hour or for
the day.

A year-round recreational asset in the
Oconomowoc area is the Waukesha County
Lake Country Trail, a multi-use recreational trail
running from Waukesha to Oconomowoc. During
spring, summer and fall, the 15-mile trail is used
by bicyclists, in-line skaters, hikers and joggers. In
winter, it’s open to skiers.
Through every season, you will find events
to enjoy. Concerts, events and festivals are
Oconomowoc’s specialty. Make sure to follow the
City of Oconomowoc on social media and frequent
VisitOconomowoc.com to keep up will all the
things to do here in Oconomowoc.
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Vital Statistics

Source: 2020 Census Data
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