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Mayor’s Note
Dear residents,
Several new projects have developed over the past few
months! This edition of the newsletter contains information
about the John and Lavinia Rockwell Park, as well as
Olympia Fields. Make sure to be on the lookout in the future
as more information comes out about fundraising for the
Oconomowoc Skate Park. We have many new and exciting
things coming to our beautiful community!

Robert Magnus, Mayor

I also want to extend a warm welcome to our new City Administrator Matt
Trebatoski. Matt joined us at City Hall in early November getting right to work
and has been a great addition to our team. To find out more about retirees, new
hires and promotions in the City check out Page 8!

Shop, Eat, Spend, Enjoy Local!
Our local businesses are the backbone of our
community. More than ever, they need our support!
You can show your love for local in many ways.
Make a conscious choice to always support local
businesses first, because they are your friends,
neighbors, and care about our community just as
much as you do.
It’s just as easy to support your local business beyond the store. Many of
our businesses have a social media presence. Follow them, like them and
share! Don’t forget to check out or follow local business resources like the
Oconomowoc Area Chamber of Commerce and the Downtown Oconomowoc
Business District! 			
~ WE LOVE OUR LOCAL!

CLERKS DEPARTMENT

(262) 569-2186 • oconomowoc-wi.gov/clerks

City Parks Word Search

BENDER BEACH
BLAIN
BUP HERITAGE
CHAFFEE
CHAMPION FIELD
CHAPMAN
CHESTNUT
CITY BEACH
FOWLER
GOLDEN VIEW
HAWTHORNE RIDGE
HICKORY CREEK
LILY
LISBON
MEMORIAL PARK EAST
NORTHEAST REGION

OERDING
PARK STREET BEACH
PARK VIEW PLACE
RIVER BLUFF
RIVER HIGHLANDS
RIVERSIDE
ROOSEVELT
TIMBER WOODS
VETERANS MEMORIAL
VILLAGE GREEN
WESTOVER
WHITMAN HILLS
WOOD CREEK

Report a Concern
You can report concerns related to city services through
the city website’s Request Tracker
oconomowoc-wi.gov/RequestTracker.aspx
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & TOURISM
(262) 569-2185 • oconomowoc-wi.gov/economicdev

Public-Private Partnership Established
for Olympia Fields Development
Mayor Robert Magnus and Wangard Partners recently
signed a public/private partnership Tax Increment
agreement. The agreement is the foundational element
which will ensure the installation of utilities, roads, and
public/private amenities to support the redevelopment of
the Olympia Fields area.
Tax Incremental Financing (TIF) is a tool used to eliminate
blight, rehabilitate declining property values, and
promotes business and redevelopment.
The City verified through a thorough review of the
developer’s proforma that the project would not be
economically viable without public participation due to
the extraordinary costs associated with demolition of
structures, and redevelopment of the existing properties.
Through the
TIF District at
Olympia Fields,
the City will
invest $18.7
million to install
the supporting
infrastructure
in two phases
to replace the
existing private
facilities.
Through
the private
commercial and
multi-family
residential
development
and
Aerial Map of Olympia Fields Development.
redevelopment
of the area,
Wangard ensures $64.5 million in tax increment
investment will occur between 2024 and 2027.
“Our team is very excited to reinvigorate this property
that has such a deep history in the community in order
to create a place for many in the community to live, work
and play” said Wangard CEO Stewart Wangard.

OCONOMOWOC PUBLIC LIBRARY
(262) 569-2193 • oconomowoclibrary.org

The Library Can Come to You!
Your local library hasn’t slowed down on programming
and services during the pandemic. Did you know you can
enjoy all your favorite programs safely at home and pick up
materials curbside?
Curbside Pickup: Order your items through the online
catalog and schedule a pickup time on the library’s website.
Virtual Events
and Programs:
Check the Library
website for events
for all ages,
including virtual
and take-home
options.
Help with School:
Library Patrons enjoy a Virtual Program.
HelpNow is a
free online tutoring and study tool that includes resume
assistance; a writing lab; and GED, GRE, and citizenship
test prep. This great resource is available to anyone with a
library card.
Wi-Fi: The Library’s parking lot now has Wi-Fi! Connect to
the “OPL Parking Lot” from the west side of the building.

Want to Get Out and Have Some Fun?
Check out an Explore Pass to visit local attractions the
Mitchell Park Domes, Milwaukee Art Museum and more!

Do You Have a Library Card?

It’s free and easy to get a library card! Bring in your ID and
proof of address, or get started at getyourlibrarycard.org.

DMV No Longer at Library
The DMV no longer offers service at the Library.
Please sure to visit the DMV’s official website,
wisconsindot.gov for current locations and hours. You
can also call (608) 264-7447.
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PARKS, RECREATION & FORESTRY
(262) 569-2199 • oconomowoc-wi.gov/parks

City Skate Park and
Shelter Projects Underway
Oconomowoc is in the process of selecting a company to
design and build a new skate park in Roosevelt Park. The
skate park will be in the former park shelter location.
Final Design is expected this spring with construction
expected to start this summer.
Construction of a new Roosevelt Park shelter is also planned
for spring-summer and will be built next to the existing
restroom facility and Imagination Station Playground.
We will continue to communicate with you regarding
any changes in access to the park and playground during
construction via the city website and Facebook page.

Friends of Oconomowoc Parks & Trails Inc.
Formed to Support City Efforts
This dynamic new group is being organized as a 501(c)3 to
support Oconomowoc’s park and trail system.
Its mission is to work in partnership with the City of
Oconomowoc and surrounding municipalities to conserve,
protect, improve, and enhance area parks and trails for the
benefit of the general public.
The Friends group will support opportunities to educate
the public about these resources and serve as a charitable
conduit to provide financial support and a volunteer
community to carry out the work of the organization.
For more information about how you can join the Friends of
Oconomowoc Parks & Trails, please email
parkrec@oconomowoc-wi.gov.

Group Meets Fundraising Goal to Acquire
Lakefront Property for Park
The Oconomowoc Community worked cooperatively and
successfully to privately raise more than $1.35 million to
acquire a parcel at 517 North Lake Road slated for a multi-
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Chris and Frank Both, leaders of the Build at Park @ 517 fundraising
efforts, take a photo after the group met its goal.

family residential development. The property is adjacent to
a vacant lot that was donated to the city. The two properties
will be designated as public park space. The park has
officially been named the John and Lavinia Rockwell Park.
The City closed on the parcel at 517 North Lake Road Feb.
5th 2021. During the fundraising period, a community input
committee gathered feedback for future uses and amenities
for the property. Those recommendations are being
reviewed by a design committee that will advise the future
development of the park.

Waterfront Fees Revised
The following changes have been approved for daily
beach bands and boat launch fees.
•

Daily beach bands: $3/City Resident; $6/Nonresident,
ages 6 and up.

Boat launch fees have changed to the following:
Kayaks-Canoes-Paddleboards:
• $5/day; $50/season*
Motorized boats:
• $8/day; $80/season*
•
$11/day; $110/season*
*Season passes must be purchased in the Park and Rec office during
business hours.
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PLANNING DEPARTMENT

(262) 569-2166 • oconomowoc-wi.gov/planning

Develoment Spotlight :
Prairie Creek Ridge #5
Prairie Creek Subdivision Phase #5 is currently under review
by the City. This will consist of 23 single-family homes on
9.5 acres, and 64 units including a mix of duplexes and
four-unit condominiums on 21.4 acres. The single-family
dwelling section will be developed by Kaerek Homes and
the condominiums by Kettle Creek Homes.

Construction Spotlight :
Weston Meadows II
Weston Meadows II has been approved and started
construction. This development is directly south of the
existing Weston Meadows subdivision on the west side
of the city. This development consists of 34 single-family
homes, 10 duplex lots and an outlot for future multi-family
development.

Weston Meadows : New Construction : Photo as of 02.01.21

Recently Approved Businesses
The City continues to welcome new businesses. Here is a
sample of recently approved businesses.
•

Bubbles Foam Farm – 1604 Water Place

•

Badger Burger – 1320 Pabst Farms Circle, Unit 170

•

Abode Home – 123A East Wisconsin Avenue

•

Lakehouse Cafe – 662 E. Wisconsin Avenue

•

Steeltank Brewing – Expanded into 1225 Robruck Dr. Unit B

•

Mullen’s Dairy Bar – 120 E. Wisconsin Avenue

•

Blue Butterfly Thrift Store – 1225 Robruck Dr. Unit C

•

Ginger Ovens – 219 Pleasant Street

•

Splash Martini Bar – Expanded into 138 N. Main Street

Prairie Creek Ridge #5: Concept Plan

Prairie Creek Ridge #5: Condominium Renderings

Project Spotlight :
Backyard Chickens
The City Common Council approved an Ordinance for
residents to keep backyard chickens in certain residential
districts. The new Zoning Ordinance
allows each residential lot to have up
to four (4) hen chickens, kept only
in the backyard within an enclosed
area, along with a coop. The coop
and run area shall be located 25’ from
a residential lot line.
Any Questions?
Call Jason at (262) 569-2166
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WASTEWATER DEPARTMENT

(262) 569-2192 • oconomowoc-wi.gov/utilities

OWPP Program Creates Effective and
Efficient Program for Healthy Waters
The City of Oconomowoc has been working hard to
protect the Oconomowoc River and our beautiful lakes.
In 2014, the City was facing more stringent requirements
on reducing phosphorus in the Oconomowoc River due
to increasing algae blooms and pressures on the surface
water system from population growth. Instead of installing
costly new equipment, we embarked on a program called
the Oconomowoc Watershed Protection Program (OWPP)
to address water quality in the entire Oconomowoc
River Watershed. The watershed is 49 miles long with its
headwaters near the Village of Slinger. It covers 131 square
miles, and 17 lakes drain into the area which eventually
empties into the Rock River in the Town of Ixonia.

Tom Dickson
Operations
Foreman at the
Oconomowoc
Wastewater Plant

Wastewater Treatment Facility, they are split so a chloride
analysis and total phosphorus analysis can be completed. All
results are reported to the DNR monthly.
We also have a very enthusiastic group of volunteers, the
Mud Chasers, who monitor and sample specific sites after
rain events. If you would like to learn more or volunteer,
please call the Wastewater Utility at 262-569-2192.
River sampling and monitoring are components of
wastewater treatment of which many people may not be
aware. Your wastewater utility is dedicated to serving your
needs and keeping our waterways clean.

As part of our Wisconsin DNR permit, the City adopted
an Adaptive Management Plan requiring the Wastewater
Treatment Facility to meet a monthly average phosphorus
level of 0.60 mg/l at a designated discharge point in the
Oconomowoc River. Our staff does monthly sampling at 24
sites until the sites freeze over.

McKala Kiessling
Lab Manager, at
the Oconomowoc
Wastewater
Treatment Plant

The sampling process consists of collecting a grab sample
from each location, usually the center of a bridge. Upon
collection, the temperature and stream conditions are
recorded. At the confluence of the Oconomowoc and Rock
Rivers, water depth and velocity are also recorded. Once
the samples are returned to our laboratory at the City
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POLICE DEPARTMENT

(262) 567-4401 • oconomowoc-wi.gov/police

Chief Pfister: Our Focus Centers on
Community Style Policing

Chief James P. Pfister

The City of Oconomowoc Police
Department continues to provide
the highest quality police service
to the citizens we serve. Since the
establishment in 1875, our dedicated
men and women have worked closely
with our community to improve
the quality of life in the City of
Oconomowoc.

The police department believes in a communityorientated policing philosophy. We pride ourselves
in close relationships within our community and the
support provided by members in our community. These
relationships allow us to engage with the community
members and get feedback to continually improve.
Our agency is comprised of 25 full-time police officers, 3
part-time officers, 1 part-time boat patrol officer, 5 full-time
dispatchers, 6 part-time dispatchers, 2 civilian positions and
12 part-time community service officers.

celebrating 150 years of professional law enforcement
services to the citizens and visitors of Oconomowoc in
2025. I would like to thank all those that have served the
community in the past and those currently providing quality
service to our community.
We invite citizens to view our webpage, Facebook page
and other media platforms to learn more about the City of
Oconomowoc Police Department and the programs offered.
If you have any questions, comments, or concerns, please
contact me at 262-567-4401.

New Emergency Alert Service Available
The City of Oconomowoc Police Department is excited to
partner with AlertSense to notify Oconomowoc residents
and visitors of public safety alerts and severe weather
warnings! Please follow the link below to begin receiving
alerts:
https://public.alertsense.com/signup/?regioniD=1591
These alerts are provided free of charge, however
standard text messaging rates and other charges may
apply.

Districts Join to Offer
Citizens Police Academy
The City of Oconomowoc, Town of Oconomowoc,
Village of Oconomowoc Lake, Village of Summit, and
Western Lakes Fire District, are sponsoring a Citizens
Police Academy!
The City commemorated the new police station this fall during an
open house this fall.

We provide specialized services in the areas of School
Resource officer, Internet Crimes against Children, Narcotics
Investigations, Citizen Active Assailant courses, QPR Suicide
Awareness (Question Persuade Refer). In 2021 we will be
starting a new program “Citizens Police Academy”, which is
designed to help educate interested individuals on what it
means to be a police officer in our community.

This course is NOT a certification; rather, it is designed
to educate the public as to the day-to-day operations
of your local police and fire departments. Some of
the course sessions will include interactive handson participation. This course is an educational,
informational perspective of policing, which will allow
you to get to know the men and women who serve
your communities.

The City of Oconomowoc Police Department will be
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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

HUMAN RESOURCES

(262) 569-2189 • oconomowoc-wi.gov/dpw

(262) 569-3225 • oconomowoc-wi.gov/Human-Resources

Trying to Recycle Cardboard
but Can’t Fit it in the Cart?
The City of Oconomowoc has a drop off site at
630 S Worthington St. where you can recycle cardboard of
any size. At the same location you can also dispose of used
oil and antifreeze.

Household Hazardous Waste Drop Off
Slated for Sept. 11
A Household Hazardous Waste event drop-off is Saturday,
Sept.11 at 630 S Worthington St. County residents can
drop off acceptable items. Visit Waukeshacounty.gov/
hazardouswaste for information on acceptable items.

Yard Waste Pickup
Yard waste pick up begins April 13-14 and continues
through December. Schedule is below and on the website.

City Celebrates Retirees, New Hires
and Promotions
Congratulations to City employees who retired last year
after many years of service. We also celebrate promotions
of city staff members and welcomed new employees
including our new City Administrator Matt Trebatoski.
2020 Retirements
•
•
•
•

Ellen Schmidt - Utility Billing Coordinator, 32 years
Ronald Buerger - Public Safety Director, 25 years
Brian Friedli - Fleet Foreman/Mechanic, 30 years
Glenn Gartzke - Senior Mechanic, 18 years

2020 Fulltime Promotions
• James Pfister - promoted to Chief of Police
• Brad Timm - promoted to Police Captain
• Mark Schrang - promoted to Police Lieutenant
2020 New Fulltime Employees
• Matt Trebatoski - City Administrator
• Rocco Bartolotta - Police Officer
• Justin Bloomer - First Class Water Operator
• Christopher Demoe - Fleet Supervisor
• Chad Garcia - Electric Line Technician
• Robert Kincaid - Water Foreman
• Colin McCormack- Electric Lead Cable Operator
• Jeffrey Schwefel - Wastewater Utility Technician
• Scott Thomas - Police Officer
• Joshua Wellmann - First Class Water Operator
• Justin Wild - Senior Mechanic
• Brian Woods - First Class Water Operator

2021 Road Construction Schedule
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Thackeray Trail (Summit Ave. to dead end)
Anderson Street (Oakwood Ave. to dead end)
Juneau Street (Oakwood Ave. to dead end)
Wood Street (Summit Ave. to dead end)
Collins Street (Cross St. to Main St.)
Greenland Avenue (Oakwood Ave. to Roosevelt Ave.)
Cul-de-sac Curb for Mockingbird Ct. and Pine Ridge Ct.
W. Wisconsin Ave. (Community Center to Main St. Alley)
Elizabeth Street (Jefferson Street to Oak Street)
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Sign Up for Job Alerts
The main source for all City job postings (full-time, parttime, seasonal, internships) is the City’s website.
The “Notify Me” button is a great tool for potential
applicants to utilize. Sign up to receive city job alerts on
the Employment Opportunities page,
oconomowoc-wi.gov/723/Employment-Opportunities
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